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Edtech & The Science of Reading in
Primary & Elementary Classrooms

The Science of Reading (SOR) is a body of interdisciplinary research that describes
how the brain learns to read—but it isn't just for literacy coaches and ELA teachers!

The 5 pillars of SOR are foundational skills that provide a gateway to learning and have a
profound effect on student success in every grade and subject.
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Here are 3 easy strategies and edtech tools you can use to integrate the pillars of SOR

Wordwall allows you to turn content area vocabulary

Phonemic into interactive learning activities that bolster phonemic
awareness and syntax development. Use the templates
Awa reness to quickly create a cloze activity, word sort, or flash

cards, or browse the community tab for pre-made

with Wordwall unjumble, anagram, complete the sentence, and other

activities that target specific reading skills!

3 Use Al tools like Google’s ReadAlong and Microsoft's
Build Fluency Reading Coach to provide personalized fluency

- =g = practice that includes instant feedback to help students
with AI’tIfICIaI self-correct and improve. ReadAlong has a section for
|nte"igence math and science books, and Reading Coach can use Al

to generate a passage on a topic.

Help students practice expressive reading, descriptive
C Il b = language, and narrative techniques (all parts of reading
ollaborative comprehension) by challenging them to construct and

: record an original story. Introduce storytelling elements
Storytelllng like characters, setting, and conflict; provide story
on Padlet starters or word banks to scaffold the language they

use; then have students take turns drafting and
recording short segments of their story in Padlet.

Find more ideas in our blog post collection and keep reading
for even more free Science of Reading resources and

integration ideas!
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https://www.teachersfirst.org/single.cfm?id=19152?utm_source=sor_handout_digital&utm_medium=flyer&utm_campaign=GEN-K12-SOR
http://www.teachersfirst.com/single.cfm?id=19619?utm_source=sor_handout_digital&utm_medium=flyer&utm_campaign=GEN-K12-SOR
https://teachersfirst.com/blog/tag/science-of-reading/?_gl=1*7sug1j*_ga*NzcwODMzMTgzLjE3MjczNjc3NjA.*_ga_388P4X7SGF*czE3NDc2Njg2MjYkbzIwOCRnMSR0MTc0NzY3MDMyOSRqMCRsMCRoMA..?utm_source=sor_handout_digital&utm_medium=flyer&utm_campaign=GEN-K12-SOR
https://teachersfirst.com/blog/2023/03/tech-tool-of-the-month-padlet-part-1/?utm_source=sor_handout_digital&utm_medium=flyer&utm_campaign=GEN-K12-SOR
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2 Easy Ways to Integrate The Science
of Reading in Secondary Classrooms

The Science of Reading (SOR) isn't just for elementary school! Reading is a fundamental
skill that serves as a gateway to content area learning. Reinforcing the 5 pillars of SOR in
your secondary classroom supports your students’ ability to access the content they're
learning—and it doesn’t have to be complicated! Here are two easy ways to integrate
fluency and reading comprehension practice into instruction in any subject area.
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Assessing & Previewing for Better
Practicing Fluency Reading Comprehension
The first step to improving fluency is giving Reading comprehension is crucial to learning, but
students opportunities to practice it! You can if a student struggles with the other four pillars of
help multilingual learners and struggling readers the Science of Reading, it can put understanding
develop this skill by creating a homework out of reach.

assignment where students use a tool like
Vocaroo to record themselves reading a passage
aloud and submit it for you to assess.

The best way to help students improve reading
comprehension in any subject area is to preview
the text. Here are four easy steps that will give
Here's an easy way to gauge a student'’s progress: your students a RAMP to the content they're

1. Have your student record themselves reading reading:

aloud for at least a minute.

2. When you listen to the recording, mark the

words the student misreads, skips, or substitutes. 1. Read the title andthink about what you

know about the topic.

3. Find their word accuracy. . . .
Word Accuracy = Errors / Total Words Read 2. Analyze the structure, including subheadings,
bolded words, and length.

4. Identify their reading rate.

Words Correct Per Minute (WCPM) =
Total Words - Errors 4. Pose questions about the text and return
to them after reading.

3. Mark important or confusing vocabulary.

5. Evaluate their prosody—the quality of the
reading overall. Did they pause with punctuation,
add inflection with a question, and emphasize
the right words?

Repeat this assignment
periodically and share the results
with your students to build their
confidence as they develop this
crucial skill!

This strategy will help your students E
connect to the text they're reading
and give them an area of focus.
Maximize this benefit by having
them read the text more than once!

PLU: Introduction to the Science of Reading

PLU: Integrating Technology and the Science of Reading

Special Topics Collection: “Resources Related to the Science of Reading”

On-Demand Workshop: “3 Cool Tools to Support the Science of Reading”

On-Demand Workshop: “Unlocking Literacy: Language Tools for the Science of Reading”
..and so much more!
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https://www.teachersfirst.org/single.cfm?id=9921?utm_source=sor_handout_digital&utm_medium=flyer&utm_campaign=GEN-K12-SOR
https://teachersfirst.com/blog/2025/02/science-of-reading-for-all-why-all-secondary-teachers-need-to-add-this-to-the-lesson/?utm_source=sor_handout_digital&utm_medium=flyer&utm_campaign=GEN-K12-SOR
https://www.teachersfirst.com/spectopics/soriste.cfm?utm_source=sor_handout_digital&utm_medium=flyer&utm_campaign=GEN-K12-SOR
https://www.teachersfirst.com/spectopics/sorhandout.cfm?utm_source=sor_handout_digital&utm_medium=flyer&utm_campaign=GEN-K12-SORhttps://www.teachersfirst.com/spectopics/sorhandout.cfm?utm_source=sor_handout_digital&utm_medium=flyer&utm_campaign=GEN-K12-SOR



